ABSTRACT

Pathways linking dimensions of emotion regulation (impulsivity, inhibitory control

and control of anger), empathy and social intelligence to direct aggression and indirect

aggression were examined among 344 school children in the age range of 11-12.

While direct effects of impulsivity (reversed) and inhibitory control on aggression

were found to be negative, social intelligence completely mediated the effect of

control of anger on direct and indirect aggression, suggesting different functions of

the various dimensions of emotion regulation on social information processing.

Social intelligence was found to negatively and partially mediate the effects of

empathy on aggression. The direct effects of empathy on aggression were found to

be negative, whereas empathy’s indirect effects through social intelligence on

aggression were found to be positive. The opposing direct and indirect effects can

be attributed to influences from different facets of empathy.
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